
 

March 13, 2020 
  

Dear St. Paul School Community, 
  

It's late Friday afternoon and I was thinking on the way home that I 

wanted to put some punctuation in this unusual school year in accordance 

with this unprecedented pause in our lives.  
  

So here I sit at home at days end, thanking my husband for shopping 

today and keeping us ahead of the curve at home as we prepare for a 

more restrictive lifestyle for the near future.  Honestly, it's been one odd 

week and once I let a bit of the stress drain out, worrying about our 

students, the families, our wonderful staff, budget issues, and upcoming 

hurdles, I tried to put it all in perspective.  Thinking of the big 

picture.  Asking God to give me just a little insight.  I wanted to pass on 

what I think is important at this moment in time. 
  

Each of us will have numerous challenges over the coming days.  Elder 

parents and relatives, children marooned temporarily abroad, cancelled 

university classes, day-care, and work from home amidst the chaos that is 

every-day family life.  Some of us will get sick.  God willing, not 

seriously.  Many people are blown away at the overall media tone.  My 

own grown children can not fully understand why people are acting the 

way that they are, right down to hoarding milk, bread and eggs.  My 

husband's stock reply is that we are a nation secretly addicted to French 

toast!  
  

But in all seriousness, the messaging takes a toll on all of us, especially 

on our children. Some of you may have experienced similar situations, 

including September of 2001 and Hurricane Sandy.  I urge you to focus on 

their mental health.  Your mental health.   The mental health of your 

friends.  I urge you to take this pause and use it wisely and rediscover a 

few forgotten favorites. 
  

Yes, let's work hard to continue to educate our students.  But please, your 

family is your priority.  Take the time to take a walk as a family around 

your neighborhood.  Have your children teach you how to play 

"UNO."  Figure out backgammon again.  Laugh.  Encourage your children 

to become engrossed in a book.  Try to remember life before Netflix and 

Disney+, because even movies and video games are going to get 

old.  Bake bread. Make your time together interesting. Look for the joy in 

the everyday. 
  

And don't forget about who we are as members of St. Paul's.  Say grace 

before dinner.  Look in on your neighbors.  Show patience.  Smile. Say a 



prayer at night.  Thank Jesus. We are Catholics.  We are resilient.  We do 

good.  If ever there was an opportunity in our lives to live God's word and 

do good, it's the spring of 2020! 
  

Like the Beatles famous song, "Yesterday,'" just recently all our troubles 

did seem so far away.  However, as Catholics, we know that they are not 

here to stay.  We, in the spirit of St. Paul himself, zealously move forward, 

we work to overcome, we remain resilient, and we lean on each other.  It 

may be awhile before I see each of you again but know that you are on 

my mind and in my prayers daily.  Take care of one another.  Take care of 

our kids.  Life is a gift to be enjoyed. 
  

God bless, 
  

Kim Clauss 
  

Ps. Now a Few Updates… 
  

Virtual Learning 

  

After discussion with the Town of Princeton Department of Health, we 

decided that we will be closed from Monday, March 16th through Friday, 

March 27th.   At that time, we will re-evaluate the situation.  Starting on 

Monday, virtual learning will begin.  
  

Grades 6 – 8 - Students in Grades 6 through 8 have been instructed by 

their teachers to follow the schedule by logging into Google Classroom.  
  

Grades 1 -5 - Students in Grades 1 through 5 will log into Google 

Classroom for their assignments.  Teachers will be available via e-mail for 

any questions or clarifications.  
  

Kindergarten - Students in Kindergarten have received packets from their 

teachers, who are also available for any questions or clarifications. 
  

PreK 3 and 4 – PreK 3 and 4 families will be e-mailed daily activities that 

are to be completed.  These teachers are also available by e-mail. 
  

Access to the School 
  

Mrs. Rooney and I will be at St. Paul's on Monday and Tuesday in case 

your child has left anything behind that they need to recover.  After 

Tuesday, the school will be closed. 
  

Events 

  

March 17th – Grade 1 Field Trip – to be rescheduled 
  

March 22nd - Father Daughter Dance – is rescheduled to May 3rd 
  

March 23rd – Assembly – to be rescheduled 
  



March 25th – Assembly – to be rescheduled 
  

March 27th and 28th – School Play – Annie Jr. – will be rescheduled 
  

Reminders 

  

March 15th – This Sunday, the 10 AM Mass will be "live streamed" and 

will be saved for future viewing. 
  

School Counselor Information 

  

Mrs. Shen has provided two helpful links for parents that discuss helping 

their children cope with everything that is happening.  

  

Coronavirus Resources for Children: 

  

The National Association of School Psychologists on Talking to Children 

about COVID-19 (Coronavirus): A Parent Resource. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-
podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/talking-
to-children-about-covid-19-(coronavirus)-a-parent-resource 

  

The National Child Traumatic Stress Network Parent/Caregiver Guide to 

Helping Families Cope with the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
https://www.nctsn.org/sites/default/files/resources/fact-
sheet/outbreak_factsheet_1.pdf 

  

Additionally, Mrs. Shen is available on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 

to speak with any student or parent.  She can do this through either 

Google Meet or Google Hangouts.  Mrs. Shen has also been added to 

each teachers' Google Classroom for occasional mental health checks. 

  
Report Cards 

Finally, report cards for the second trimester are available on the parent 

portal. 
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